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INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USUNMISSION NEW YORK 1600 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0122 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: PINT,SHUM,SF 

SUB: SAG DENIES RESIDENCE PERMIT EXTENSION TO IRISH CATHOLIC 
PRIEST AND SETS DEPARTURE DEADLINE 

SUMMARY: SAG HAS DENIED APPLICATION OF FATHER RICHARD 
O'RIORDAN, A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST IN GUGULETU TOWNSHIP, 

FOR A PERMANENT RESIDENCE PERMIT AND HAS GIVEN HIM UNTIL 
FEBRUARY 10 TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. CARDINAL MCCANN HAS 
PROTESTED HIS EXPULSION. END SUMMARY 

1 . FATHER RICHARD O'RIORDAN, AN IRISH CITIZEN, ROMAN 
CATHOLIC PRIEST IN GUGULETU TOWNSHIP AND MEMBERS OF THE 
MINISTERS FRATERNAL OF CAPE TOWN'S THREE BLACK TOWNSHIPS, 

HAS BEEN ORDERD TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA BY FEBRUARY 10. 

O'RIORDAN HAS WORKED IN SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE LAST 10 
YEARS ON A TEMPORARY PERMIT THAT WAS RENEWED PERIODICALLY. 

UPON MOST RECENT EXPIRATION HE WAS TOLD IT WOULD NOT BE 
RENEWED, HIS APPLICATION FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE WAS 
DENIED AND HE WAS GIVEN 21 DAYS (UNTIL FEB. 10) TO LEAVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00122 2709 13Z 

THE COUNTRY. 

2. CARDINAL OWEN MCCANN OF CAPE TOWN TOLD PRESS HE WAS 
"SHOCKED'' BY THE ACTION AND HAD TAKEN IT UP WITH THE 
AUTHORITIES TO ATTEMPT TO GET DECISION REVERSED. AS 
USUAL IN SUCH CASES, NO REASON WAS GIVEN FOR DENIAL OF 
RESIDENCE PERMIT BUT IT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY DUE TO HIS 
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ACTIVIST ROLE AS MEMBER OF THE MINISTERS FRATERNAL. IN 
JULY LAST YEAR HE WAS FINED AND GIVEN SUSPENDED JAIL 
SENTENCE FOR PUBLICATION OF "UNDESIRABLE" DOCUMENTS 
(CAPE TOWN 1 149), AND IN SEPTEMBER WAS CONVICTED AND 
GIVEN NOMINAL FINE FOR CONTRAVENING RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES 
ACT IN STTENDING MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR RIOT VICTIMS (CAPE 
TOWN 1215 AND A-65). LATTER CONVICTION WAS APPEALED AND 
IS DUE TO BE HEARD IN NEAR FUTURE. 

3. A CHURCH SPOKESMAN TOLD CONGENOFF MATTER HAS SO FAR 
BEEN TAKEN UP AT "ADMINISTRATIVE" LEVEL WITH NO REPLY TO 
DATE. HE DID NOT KNOW IF IT WOULD BE APPEALED TO MINISTERIAL 
LEVEL IN CASE OF REFUSAL BUT HE ASSUMED IT WOULD 
BE. HE DID NOT SEEM SANGUINE ABOUT PROSPECTS, HOWEVER, 

AND SAID O'RIORDAN'S DEPARTURE WOULD BE A "SEVERE LOSS" 

TO THE CHURCH. 

WHITE 
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